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last few years have been criticised in
Pakistan and beyond as devices to deny
citizens their basic human rights. The
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan
(HRCP) has denounced the Actions in Aid
of Civil Power Regulation enforced in the
Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA)
and Provincially Administered Tribal Areas
(PATA), because the law violates basic
human rights principles and provides cover
toillegal acts of security forces in matters of
arbitrary detention, torture and enforced
disappearance. HRCP has stated that
those living in Malakand Division of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa are suffering the most under
this law.

Rather than detaining citizens in notified
prisons, Actions in Aid of Civil Power
Regulation allows for detention of
individuals atinternment centres, which can
be any compound, house, building, facility
or any temporary or permanent structure
that is notified by the provincial government
as such. Such detention deprives the
detainees of basic human rights
guaranteed in the constitution and under
international human rights treaties that
Pakistan has promised to honour and
implement.

The superior judiciary on disappearance
As early as 2006, the courts were moved
through habeas corpus petitions pertaining
by families of victims of enforced
disappearance as well as human rights
groups, including Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan. While initially the
courts accepted the replies of the
authorities and the ministries of the interior
and defence, which denied any knowledge
of the disappearances, at face value but as
the numbers of the 'missing' piled up and
more and more incidents were reported by
the media, the courts too had to start
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looking at the trend more carefully and
demanding more clarity from the
authorities.

Despite hundreds of such well-documented
cases pending in higher courts as well as
with the Commission of Enquiry on
Enforced Disappearances, established in
2010 to investigate cases, identify
perpetrators and pay compensation to the
aggrieved, not a single perpetrator
responsible for such violations has been
identified, tried or punished.
Recommendations by international
humanrights bodies

The United Nations Working Group on
Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances
(WGEID) visited Pakistan in September
2012 to conduct a fact-finding mission. The
WGEID stated that they had been receiving
cases of enforced disappearances from
Pakistan since 1985 and by 2011, the
number of cases pending before it were
107. The working group made a number of
recommendations to Pakistan at the
conclusion of their visit. They called on the
government to ratify the International
Convention for the Protection of All Persons
from Enforced and Involuntary
Disappearance and the Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court. They also
recommended that the jurisdiction of
Pakistan's superior court should be
extended to the FATA region and the judicial
commission of inquiry should be
strengthened. They further observed that
clear rules and dedicated institutions
should be created to ensure the oversight
and accountability of law enforcement and
intelligence agencies. Unfortunately, none
of these recommendations have been
heeded so far. Lack of effective efforts to
punish the perpetrators not only means that
a significant deterrent for agents of the state
to desist from this practice is missing, it also
denies the victims and their families the
closure they deserve.




Enforced disappearance was not a term
that people in Pakistan came across often
before the turn of the century. It became
better known soon after 9/11, when
individuals affiliated with banned militant
organisations became early victims of this
human rights violation. Incidents of
enforced disappearance were
subsequently reported from Balochistan,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and most recently
from Sindh.

The key elements which lead to enforced
disappearance in international law are
deprivation of liberty, by the state or its
agents, followed by a refusal to
acknowledge the whereabouts of the
individual with a view to deny him or her due
process. HRCP has been able to document
cases of hundred of citizens being picked
up arbitrarily and without due process from
allregions of the country.

Since 2013, HRCP has been monitoring
more closely 48 districts which it considers
critical because of human rights excess and
violations by organised actors. During the
monitoring in those districts, a large number
of cases of enforced disappearance also
cametolight.

In Balochistan and beyond

Although incidents of enforced
disappearance have consistently been
reported from all four provinces, the
majority of the cases in the last few years
have been reported from Balochistan.
Incidents of enforced disappearance had
started surfacing in Balochistan after an
insurgency began in parts of the province
around a decade ago. During 2014, as
many as 106 cases of enforced
disappearance were reported by the HRCP
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monitors in Balochistan, while 13 cases
were reported from Interior Sindh, seven
from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, two from FATA
and one from Gilgit-Baltistan.

As the number of disappearances and
dumping of death bodies of some of the
political activists who had been picked up
allegedly by the security agencies grew in
Sindh last year, the leader of the opposition
in the National Assembly had warned
against the creation of “Balochistan-like
situationin Sindh”.

The usual suspects

The security forces and police personnel
have often appeared in uniform and official
vehicles to pick up victims. In many cases,
witnesses have mentioned the presence of
plain-clothed persons, accompanied by the
uniformed police or security personnel, at
the time of individuals being picked up.
Victims have been picked up from their
homes, offices and not infrequently from the
road while travelling either on public
transport or in private vehicles. In some
cases, however, the police requested
individuals to accompany them to the police
station for questioning. Their families were
assured that the persons in question would
be released after questioning, but they were
instead handed over to the security forces.
When family members contacted the
police, officials usually denied that the
victims were ever in their custody.

Internment centres and impunity

That individuals should be detained in
designated places of detention and should
have access to family and a lawyer of their
choice and to all due process guarantees
are long-held human rights notions that
enjoy near global following.

Controversial laws, such as Actions in Aid of
Civil Power Regulation, introduced in the




_ _ _ _reallyopenedin March 2015 when indiscriminate execution of convicts started. - - . | L
Number of executions according to charges since December 19, 2014
According to media monitoring and reports by HRCP district monitors, of the 40 convicts

executed whose date of final conviction was available, 39 had already served at least 10 years
in jail, while five had served more than 16 years in jail before they were putto death.

24

@ Terrorism
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The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) has repeatedly voiced its concern over the
resumption of executions and reiterated its long-held opposition to the death penalty. HRCP
calls for abolition of the death penalty and stresses that none of the many reasons for its
opposition to capital punishment in Pakistan have changed since the informal moratorium on
executions was firstintroduced in late 2008.

Besides the critical and well-documented deficiencies of the law and the administration of
justice, which can, and often do, lead to wrongful convictions, capital punishment is increasingly
seen around the world as retributive justice. The aim of the justice system should remain
reformation, rehabilitation, and reclaiming of a person to society, and not exacting revenge.
Fear and resentment among the people after incidents of terrorism has often led to acceptance
of brutal punishment for those deemed responsible by the state apparatus. However, the death
penalty is now widely recognized as a violation of human rights standards and a cruel,
inhumane and degrading punishment as per the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR)Atrticle 6, which the government of Pakistan has ratified without any reservation.

Instead of hanging hundreds of convicts within months as 'retributive justice’, the government
should instead commit to a sustained effort to improve the overall justice system.

There is no evidence to suggest that reliance on the death penalty leads to reduction in crime. It
has been witnessed worldwide that not the severity of punishment but certainly of it and an
efficient and effective system of justice lead to reduction in crime.
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***** Returning to the death penalty

In the wake of the brutal attack on Army
Public School (APS) in Peshawar, the
capital of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, on
December 16, 2014 which led to the
deaths of 150 people, most of them
schoolchildren, the government decided
to end the informal moratorium on
executions that had been in place since
the end of 2008. The authorities initially
announced that only individuals
convicted of terrorist offences would be
hanged. However, on March 10, 2015 the
government said that all convicts who
had been awarded the death penalty
would be executed. The first executions
in almost six years were of Ageel Ahmad
alias Dr Usman and Arshad Mehmud
alias Meherban; both convicted of
plotting a foiled assassination attempt in
2003 against then president and army
chief Pervez Musharaf. The two men
were hanged on December 19, 2014 in
Faisalabad.
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Since then, 100 convicts have been hanged (till April 28), the second highest number of
executions in a year over the last decade. With 25 executions on average every month,
Pakistan is not too far from surpassing the 2007 mark of 134 hangings, which has been the
highest number of executions in the country over the last 10 years. Punjab, which has the
highest number of death row prisoners among the four provinces, has also hanged the most
convicts.

Province-wise executions since December 19, 2014

Punjab Sindh Balochistan Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa
86 11 2 1

The hangings have been picking up pace since the executions resumed. While seven convicts
were hanged in December and 13 in January, atleast 42 convicts were executed in the month of
March. The highest number of convicts executed in a single day since the resumption of
executions was 18, on April 21.

ging e Decembe J 014
December 14 | January 15 February 15 March 15 April 15
7 13 4 42 36

In the early days after executions resumed, the so-called 'hardcore’ terrorists with well-known
incidents of terrorism to their name, were hanged. These included individuals convicted of
attacking the military headquarters, suicide bombings and assassination attempts on the
president, attack on the US consulate in Karachi, etc. After these initial hangings, the floodgates
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activist of Sipah-e-Sahaba Pakistan, a banned militant anti-Shia group. Mehdi, who belonged to
the Shia sect was accused by the caller of spreading the Shia ideology through his columns and
radio programmes. The caller vowed to kill Mehdi unless he immediately stopped “his
activities”.

On December 3, in Skardu, a journalist who had been writing stories against the local police and
receiving threats on the phone from unidentified persons for weeks was arrested by police
under what he called false charges of stealing a car. He was also beaten up and asked to make
a commitment to stop 'negative’ reporting on police. He was later released.

In Diamer district of Gilgi-Baltistan, on December 18, a journalist and human rights activist who
had highlighted a case involving torture of four students by police was threatened by the public
relations officer at the Deputy Commissioner's Office that he would face dire consequences if he
did not stop reporting on the case. The journalists' father was also arrested on allegedly false
charges of possession of illegal weapons, although he was subsequently released on bail.

The contribution of journalists in raising awareness, accountability and information in a society
cannot be emphasised enough. Reports from the four districts of Gilgit-Baltistan where the
rights of journalists were violated and they were threatened or faced violence on account of their
work indicate the freedom of expression challenges in the region.

Lack of any consequences for the perpetrators also gave away a context of impunity. Anumber
of time police personnel were the ones accused of intimidating and targetting the journalists. In
other instances, the police did little to eliminate the threats and attacks on journalists. The
authorities should take notice of such disturbing instances in Gilgit-Baltistan and follow up on
cases were the police is involved in silencing and victimizing journalists. Complaints against the
police in this respects should lead to something more independent and transparent than a
departmental inquiry. The situation calls for a sincere commitment from the authorities to protect
journalists and to facilitate their work.
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ffffff A hostile environmentforGB
journalists

For many years now, Pakistan has been among the deadliest countries for journalists. The
challenges for journalists are not confined to any one region of the country. Gilgit-Baltistan, in
the mountainous northern-most part of Pakistan, was no exception.

The seven Gilgit-Baltistan districts are among 48 districts nationwide that HRCP considers
critical because of threats to human rights from organised actors there and where it monitors the
human rights situation closely.

In 2014, eight main instances of human rights violations against journalists linked to their work
were reported from Gilgit Baltistan. Instances of intimidation of journalists on account of their
work make for a much longer list. It is evident from the nature and number of the reports that the
perpetrators aimed to silence the journalists. The highest number of challenges, threats and
violations to journalists emerged from Skardu.

2014: Human rights violations faced by journalists in Gilgit-Baltistan

Targeted attack Threats to Torture Total
violate human
rights
Gilgit 1 1 0 2
Ghizer 0 1 1 2
Skardu 0 2 1 3
Diamer 0 1 0 1
Total 1 5 2 8

The following were among the main instances of violence or threats of violence against
the Gilgit-Baltistan journalists in 2014:

On January 11, in Gilgit, two armed men confronted a columnist who contributed to
various local newspapers. He usually wrote about political and social issues from a
secular point of view. The two men threatened to kill him if he did not stop “spreading
secularism”.

On March 5, the editor of daily Muhasib newspaper in Gilgit was attacked and beaten up by
eight unidentified persons in his office. He was injured and hospitalized for three days. No one
claimed responsibility for this attack and the investigation did not make much headway.

On March 8, ajournalist who worked with daily Muhasib was covering a local traditional eventin
Ghizer . Some lady health workers shared a grievance with him regarding the inconvenience
they faced at the hands of health department officials in getting their documents verified. The
journalist went to complain on their behalf but the officials at the health department called the
police who beat him up.

On August 30, in Ghizer, a reporter who worked with daily K2, a local newspaper, received life
threats over phone and SMS from individuals who claimed to be the Taliban. The reporter had
earlier written about security issues created by the Taliban in areas along the border of Ghizer.

In November, in Skardu, a columnist, poet and radio host on a local FM channel, Zeeshan
Mehdi, reported receiving threats on the phone from someone who identified himself as an
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— — — —InMansehra, an Imambargah-in Kund-Syedan locality was blown-up-by-unidentified-assailantsonthe — — —
night of May 13. There were no casualties.

On May 21, militants belonging to the Sipah-e-Sahaba, a banned militant group known for its anti-Shia
attacks, targeted a General Post Office (GPO) van in Dera Ismail Khan and killed the head postmaster
who was a Shia and his driver, a Sunni. Two persons were injured. Officials said two motorcyclists had
intercepted the van and opened fire. The militants also took away money from the van. The incident led to
a procession by Sunni and Shia Muslims against such attacks. In another targeted sectarian attack in
Dera Ismail Khan in May, a 32-year-old Shia school guard was shot dead by unidentified gunmen on a
motorcycle. The victim was on his way to school from his home when he was targeted. The attackers first
threw a grenade at him and then shot and killed him.

In July, in Dera Ismail Khan, two targeted attacks occurred. In one attack, a man belonging to the Shia
sect was killed in an attack claimed by Sipah-e-Sahaba. The victim was shot at and killed on Daraban
Road. In the second attack, a police constable belonging to the Shia sect was killed by unidentified
perpetrators during prayers.

In the same month, in Abbotabad, a religious scholar from the Shia sect was killed along with his father in
front of their house when unidentified perpetrators on a motorbike shot at them. The victim had reportedly
tweeted on social website Twitter about receiving threats.

OnAugust 1, in Mansehra, an prayer leader who belonged to the Barelvi sect was stopped from delivering
a sermon at a local mosque on Friday by members of the Deobandi sect. The clash escalated and
members of both sects attacked each other with guns and clubs. Ten people were injured in the incident.

In September, in Peshawar, three unidentified men entered a mosque and opened fire. Three men died
and three were injured.

On November 19, the body of a man belonging to the Shia community was found in Mara Watbagah
Chamkani area, Peshawar. The deceased had been working as a security guard at the local Imambargah
for 15 months. On November 18 he was returning home from work when he was shot and killed by
unidentified assailants and his body was thrown in an open area near his house.

Targetting the Sikh community

Due to the prevalence of targeted attacks and kidnappings for ransom, members of the Sikh community
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, especially Peshawar, were reported to be gravely concerned about their safety
and many were said to have moved to other parts of Pakistan. Some Sikh traders moved to cities like
Rawalpindi where they considered they could run their business in a relatively safer environment.

In August, in Peshawar, unidentified gunmen opened fire on three members of the Sikh community. One
of them died and the other two were injured. The Taliban claimed responsibility for the attack.

On September 3, unidentified assailants shot and killed a Sikh in his shop in Shaheedan Bazaar, Mardan.

On September 6, unidentified persons opened fire on three shops run by Sikhs in Hashtnagri, Peshawar.
Two were injured and one Sikh trader who ran a grocery shop was gunned down. Members of the Sikh
community took to the streets after the attacks and demanded measures to increase their security.

Kidnapping for ransom and extortion demands targetting Sikh businessmen were also reported. Two
Sikh businessmen were kidnapped from Dera Ismail Khan in February. They were released after four
million rupees were paid to the abductors.

Even though security threats appear to have increased for the Sikh community in Peshawar, at least 500
families were reported to have shifted there from Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) because of
the militancy and the military operation against the militants there.

According to the National Database and Registration Authority (NADRA), 114 Christian, 29 Hindu, 10
Baha'i and 4 Buddhist families were among those displaced from FATAin 2014 amid the army's operation
against militants in the region. Some of the displaced families reported facing discrimination at the IDP
camps in Bannu where they had taken refuge. There were also complaints of members of religious
minority communities being discriminated against at the food distribution points.

Even as the general counter-terrorism measures continue in the militancy-affected parts of the province,
it is vital to act to prevent faith-based attacks and also to ensure that the perpetrators in such attacks are
brought to justice. Curbing and punishing hate speech should constitute a critical component of the
strategy. The civil society has long called for the authorities to consult the affected communities regarding
what should constitute an appropriate response to such attacks. The state response to these challenges
must take into account the sentiments and concerns of the affected communities.
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The other war in the northwgst

Many parts of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province have been scarred by the Taliban militancy where the
police, security forces personnel and members of peace committees and political activists have borne the
brunt of vicious terrorist attacks.

In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, another stream of bloodshed, which might not be comparable in terms of
casualties, but is equally scarring is the faith-based violence against sectarian and religious minorities,
including attacks on their worship places.

Since 2013, HRCP has been monitoring more closely 48 districts which it considers critical because of
human rights excess and violations by organised actors there. The monitoring has also been taking place
in 13 districts in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

The most frequent target of faith-based violence in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in the last few years have been
members of the Sikh and Shia communities. Most of the attacks have been claimed by extremist
militants, while for some of the other attacks also believed to be carried out by the militants there has been
no claim of responsibility.

In the selected Khyber Pakhtunkhwa districts, 15 faith-based attacks were reported in 2014. The highest
number of attacks against religious minorities were reported from Peshawar, the provincial capital. These
included targeted attacks, attacks on places of worship and also instances of kidnapping for ransom.

2014: Attacks on religious minorities in selected districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Peshawar | Dera Ismail Mansehra | Mardan | Abbotabad | Total
Khan
Total 6 5 2 1 1 15

Accordin%to media reports, a total of 17 sectarian-related terrorist attacks had taken place across Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa in 2014. These attacks resulted in 33 fatalities and 44 persons were injured. With seven
attacks, Peshawar faced the largest number of sectarian-related incidents. Media reports also
highlighted 10 incidents involving attacks on worship places and shrines across Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in
2014. Atotal of 16 people lost their lives and 76 were injured in these incidents. Out of these 10 attacks, six
were reported from Peshawar.

The following incidents of faith-based attacks reported by HRCP monitors from the selected Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa districts in 2014 stood out:

In January 2014, a bomb exploded in the Grand Tableeghi Markaz mosque, Peshawar. Tenfpeople were
killed in the explosion and another 10 were injured. Two explosive devices were later defused by the
bomb disposal personnel.

In February, a member of the Shia community was shot and killed by an unidentified gunman in

Peshawar. Nothing was taken from the deceased and his sectarian identity was believed to be the reason
for the targeted killing.
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Article 11

Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others,
to the lawful exercise of his or her occupation or profession.
Everyone who, as a result of his or her profession, can affect the
human dignity, human rights and fundamental freedoms of others
should respect those rights and freedoms and comply with
relevant national and international standards of occupational and
professional conduct or ethics.

Article 12

1 Everyone has the right, individually and in association
with others, to participate in peaceful activities against violations of
human rights and fundamental freedoms.

2 The State shall take all necessary measures to ensure
the protection by the competent authorities of everyone,
individually and in association with others, against any violence,
threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse discrimination,
pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or
her legitimate exercise of the rights referred to in the present
Declaration.

3. In this connection, everyone is entitled, individually and
in association with others, to be protected effectively under
national law in reacting against or opposing, through peaceful
means, activities and acts, including those by omission,
attributable to States that result in violations of human rights and
fundamental freedoms, as well as acts of violence perpetrated by
groups or individuals that affect the enjoyment of human rights and

Article13

Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others,
to solicit, receive and utilize resources for the express purpose of
promoting and protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms
through peaceful means, in accordance with article 3 of the present
Declaration.

Article 14

1: The State has the responsibility to take legislative,
judicial, administrative or other appropriate measures to promote
the understanding by all persons under its jurisdiction of their civil,
political, economic, social and cultural rights.

2. Such measures shallinclude, inter alia:

(a) The publication and widespread availability of national
laws and regulations and of applicable basic international human
rights instruments;

?J) Full and equal access to international documents in the
ield of human rights, including the periodic reports by the State to
the bodies estab?ished by the international human rights treaties to
which it is a party, as well as the summary records of discussions
and the official reports of these bodies.

3. The State shall ensure and support, where appropriate,
the creation and development of further independent national
institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights and
fundamental freedom in all territory under its jurisdiction, whether
they be ombudsmen, human rights commissions or any other form
of national institution.

Article 15

The State has the responsibility to promote and facilitate the
teaching of human rights and fundamental freedoms at all levels of
education and to ensure that all those responsible for training
lawyers, law enforcement officers, the personnel of the armed
forces and public officials include appropriate elements of human
rights teaching in their training programme.

Article 16

Individuals, non-governmental organizations and relevant
institutions have an important role to play in contributing to making
the public more aware of questions relating to all human rights and
fundamental freedoms through activities such as education,
training and research in these areas to strengthen further, inter
alia, understanding, tolerance, peace and friendly relations among
nations and among all racial and religious groups, bearing in mind
the various backgrounds of the societies and communities in which
they carry out their activities.

Article 17

In the exercise of the rights and freedoms referred to in the present
Declaration, everyone, acting individually and in association with
others, shall be subject only to such limitations as are in
accordance with applicable international obligations and are
determined by law solely for the purpose of securing due
recognition and respect for the rights and freedoms of others and of
meeting the just requirements of morality, public order and the

Article 18

1, Everyone has duties towards and within the community,
in which alone the free and full development of his or her
personality is possible.

2; Individuals, groups, institutions and non-governmental
organizations have an important role to play and a responsibility in
safeguarding democracy, promoting human rights and
fundamental freedoms and contributing to the promotion and
advancement of democratic societies, institutions and processes.
3. Individuals, groups, institutions and non-governmental
organizations also have an important role and a responsibility in
contributing, as appropriate, to the promotion of the right of
everyone to a social and international order in which the rights and
freedoms set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and other human rights instruments can be fully realized.

Article 19

Nothing in the present Declaration shall be interpreted as implying
for any individual, group or organ of society or any State the right to
engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the destruction
ofthe rights and freedoms referred to in the present Declaration.

Article 20

Nothing in the present Declaration shall be interpreted as
permitting States to support and promote activities of individuals,
groups of individuals, institutions or non-governmental
organizations contrary to the provisions of the Charter of the United

20154

Fear is a habit but | am not afraid.

— Rashid Rehman
( AlHuman Rights Defender and coordinator of HRCP Special Task Force,
who was assassinated on May 07, 2014)
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General Assembly resolution 53/144 of 9 December 1998

Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and
Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized

Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms

Article 1

Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to
promote and to strive for the protection and realization of human rights
and fundamental freedoms at the national and international levels.

Article 2
1 Each State has a prime responsibility and duty to protect,
promote and implement all human rights and fundamental
freedoms, inter alia, by adopting such steps as may be necessary to
create all conditions necessary in the social, economic, political and
other fields, as well as the legal guarantees required to ensure that
all persons under its jurisdiction, individually and in association with
others, are able to enjoy all those rights and freedoms in practice.

Each State shall adopt such legislative, administrative
and other steps as may be necessary to ensure that the rights and
freedoms referred to in the present Declaration are effectively
guaranteed.

Article 8

1. Everyone has the right, individually and in association
with others, to have effective access, on a nondiscriminatory basis,
to participation in the government of his or her country and in the
conduct of public affairs.

2. This includes, inter alia, the right, individually and in
association with others, to submit to governmental bodies and
agencies and organizations concerned with public affairs criticism
and proposals for improving their functioning and to draw attention
to any aspect of their work that may hinder or impede the
promotion, protection and realization of human rights and
fundamental freedoms.

Article3

Domestic law consistent with the Charter of the United Nations and
other international obligations of the State in the field of human rights
and fundamental freedoms is the juridical framework within which
human rights and fundamental freedoms should be implemented
and enjoyed and within which all activities referred to in the present
Declaration for the promotion, protection and effective realization of
those rights and freedoms should be conducted.

Article 4

Nothing in the present Declaration shall be construed as impairing or
contradicting the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United
Nations or as restricting or derogating from the provisions of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,2 the International
Covenants on Human Rights3 and other international instruments
and commitments applicable in this field.

Article 5

For the purpose of promoting and protecting human rights and
fundamental freedoms, everyone has the right, individually and in
association with others, atthe national and international levels:

(a) Tomeet orassemble peacefully;

(b) To form, join and participate in non-governmental
organizations, associations or groups;

(c) To communicate with non-governmental or

intergovernmental organizations.

Article 6

Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others:
(a) To know, seek, obtain, receive and hold information
about all human rights and fundamental freedoms, including having
access to information as to how those rights and freedoms are given
effectin domestic legislative, judicial or administrative systems;

(b) As provided for in human rights and other applicable
international instruments, freely to publish, impart or disseminate to
others views, information and knowledge on all human rights and
fundamental freedoms;

(c) To study, discuss, form and hold opinions on the
observance, both in law and in practice, of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms and, through these and other appropriate
means, to draw public attention to those matters.

Article 9

1. In the exercise of human rights and fundamental
freedoms, |nc|ud|ng the promotion and protection of human rights
as referred to in the present Declaration, everyone has the right,
individually and in association with others, to benefit from an
effective remedy and to be protected in the event of the violation of
those rights.

2 To this end, everyone whose rights or freedoms are
allegedly violated has the right, either in person or through legally
authorized representation, to complain to and have that complaint
promptly reviewed in a public hearing before an independent,
impartial and competent judicial or other authority established by
law and to obtain from such an authority a decision, in accordance
with law, providing redress, including any compensation due,
where there has been a violation of that person's rights or
freedoms, as well as enforcement of the eventual decision and
award, all without undue delay.

3. To the same end, everyone has the right, individually
and in association with others, inter alia:
(a) To complain about the policies and actions of individual

officials and governmental bodies with regard to violations of
human rights and fundamental freedoms, by petition or other
appropriate means, to competent domestic judicial, administrative
or legislative authorities or any other competent authority provided
for by the legal system of the State, which should render their
decision on the complaint without undue delay;

(b) To attend public hearings, proceedings and trials so as
to form an opinion on their compliance with national law and
applicable international obligations and commitments;

(c) To offer and provide professionally qualified legal
assistance or other relevant advice and assistance in defending
human rights and fundamental freedoms.

4. To the same end, and in accordance with applicable
international instruments and procedures, everyone has the right,
individually and in association with others, to unhindered access to
and communication with international bodies with general or
special competence to receive and consider communications on
matters of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

L The State shall conduct a prompt and impartial
investigation or ensure that an inquiry takes place whenever there
is reasonable ground to believe that a violation of human rights and
fundamental freedoms has occurred in any territory under its
jurisdiction.

Article7

Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to
develop and discuss new human rights ideas and principles and to
advocate their acceptance.

Article 10

No one shall participate, by act or by failure to act where required, in
violating human rights and fundamental freedoms and no one shall be
subjected to punishment or adverse action of any kind for refusing to
doso.
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Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion;
this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and
freedom, either alone or in community with others and in public or
private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship
and observance.

— Universal Declaration of Human Rights ... Article 18
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